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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to the application filed 10/31/00. 



2. Claims 1-16 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chan 
et al. USPN 5,276,881 (hereinafter Chan). 

Regarding claims 1 & 16, Chan anticipates a computer-implemented method, 
and a computer program (60:60-65) for switching between multiple implementations of a 
routine in a library of routines that are linked with an application program that is hosted 
by a computer system, comprising: 

compiling a plurality of implementations of a routine into respective object code 
modules, the routine having an associated name and each implementation adapted to a 
selected hardware configuration (60:30-35); 

associating the object code modules with the name of the routine and respective 
sets of hardware characteristics (60:35-40, see symbol table); and 

resolving when the application program is loaded into memory of the computer 
system, a reference to the routine using the sets of hardware characteristics and a 
hardware configuration of the system (55:60-65). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1 , further comprising establishing a 
symbol table having a plurality of entries, each entry including a name of a routine and a 
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reference to an object code module in the library (60:35-40, see symbol table, see fig 
13, 1308, 1310). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, further comprising, for the routine 
having a plurality of implementations, adding a plurality of entries to the symbol table 
and associating respective sets of hardware characteristics with the plurality of entries 
(48:1-15). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein the hardware characteristics 
include at least one of clock speed of the processor, processor model, cache 
configuration of the system, hardware operation latency times (for atleast one of see, 
54:60-65, see performance), instruction set characteristics, bypass characteristics, 
branch prediction behavior, pre-fetching capability, information describing stall 
conditions, branch penalties, size and associativity of processor data structures (58:18- 
23, see configuration file, and register file sizes), queue sizes for out-of-order or 
decoupled processors, and the number of processors in a multiprocessor system. 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 4, wherein the resolving step further 
comprises obtaining the hardware configuration of the system from at least one of a 
system configuration data file, one or more system identification registers, and system 
firmware (58:18-23, see configuration file). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 3, wherein the resolving step further 
comprises obtaining the hardware configuration of the system from at least one of a 
system configuration data file, one or more system identification registers, and system 
firmware (58:18-23, see configuration file). 

Regarding claim 7, the method of claim 1, wherein the hardware characteristics 
include at least one of clock speed of the processor, processor model, cache 
configuration of the system, hardware operation latency times, and instruction set 
characteristics (58:24-35, for atleast one of as claimed see instruction set 
characteristics, see RISC AND CISC). 

Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 1 , wherein the resolving step further 
comprises obtaining the hardware configuration of the system from at least one of a 
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system configuration data file, one or more system identification registers, and system 
firmware (58:18-23, see configuration file). 

Regarding claim 9, a computer-implemented method for switching between 
multiple implementations of a routine in a library of routines that are linked with an 
application program hosted by a computer system, comprising: 

establishing a set of hardware configuration characteristics that describe the 
computer system (58:18-23, see configuration file); 

establishing a symbol table, the symbol table having one or more entries that 
include a name of a routine, a set of hardware characteristics, and an address 
referencing a routine in the library (60:35-40, see symbol table, see fig 13, 1308, 1310); 

obtaining a name of a routine having multiple implementations when the library 
is loaded with the application program into memory of the computer system (58:1 1-17); 

matching the name of the routine and the set of hardware configuration 
characteristics that describe the computer system to an entry in the symbol table 
(58:11-17, see selecting); and 

generating an address in executable code for references to the routine having 
multiple implementations when the library is loaded with the application program, the 
address referencing an implementation in the library as identified in the matching step 
by the entry in the symbol table (12:60-65). 

Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 9, wherein the hardware configuration 
characteristics include at least one of clock speed of the processor, processor model, 
cache configuration of the system, hardware operation latency times, and instruction set 
Characteristics (58:24-35, for atleast one of as claimed see instruction set 
characteristics, see RISC AND CISC). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the method of claim 10, wherein the resolving step further 
comprises obtaining the hardware configuration of the system from at least one of a 
system configuration data file, one or more system identification registers, and system 
firmware (58:18-23, see configuration file). 
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Regarding claim 12, the method of claim 9, wherein the resolving step further 
comprises obtaining 

the hardware configuration of the system from at least one of a system configuration 
data file, one or more system identification registers, and system firmware (58:18-23, 
see configuration file). 

Regarding claim 13, Chan anticipates, an apparatus for switching between 
multiple implementations of a routine in a library of routines that are linked with an 
application program that is hosted by a computer system, comprising: 

means for compiling a plurality of implementations of a routine into respective 
object code modules, the routine having an associated name and each implementation 
adapted to a selected hardware configuration (60:30-35); 

means for associating the object code modules with the name of the routine and 
respective sets of hardware characteristics(60:35-40, see symbol table); and 

means for resolving when the application program is loaded into memory of the 
computer system, a reference to the routine using the sets of hardware characteristics 
and a hardware configuration of the system (55:60-65). 

Regarding claim 14, Chan anticipates a computer-implemented symbol table for 
referencing a library of object code modules that implement a plurality of routines, 
comprising: 

a first set of one or more entries, each entry in the first set including a unique 
name of a routine and a reference to an object code module in the library (60:35-40, see 
symbol table, see fig 13, 1308, 1310); and 

a second set of one or more entries, each entry in the second set including a 
shared name of a routine, a set of hardware characteristics, and a reference to an 
object code module in the library see fig 13, 1308, 1310,see type table). 

Regarding claim 15, the symbol table of claim 14, wherein the hardware 
characteristics include at least one of clock speed of the processor, processor model, 
cache configuration of the system, hardware operation latency times (for atleast one of 
see, 54:60-65, see performance), instruction set characteristics, bypass characteristics, 
branch prediction behavior, pre-fetching capability, information describing stall 
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conditions, branch penalties, size and associativity of processor data structures (58:18- 
23, see configuration file, and register file sizes), queue sizes for out-of-order or 
decoupled processors, and the number of processors in a multiprocessor system. 



6. Any inquires concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Chuck O. 
Kendall who may be reached via telephone at (703) 308-6608. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
A.M. and 5:00 P.M. est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (703) 305-4552. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

For facsimile (fax) send to central FAX number 703-872-9306 and 
703-7467240 draft 
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